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WINTER NEWSLETTER NO. 4 2022
Presidént’s Message Family Histories at CCARC
Continues from Fall Issure
Merry Christmas! It is always Rhoads Triem
Christmas at the Archives! Everyday RIS Arayer
. - Riddle Tullis
we are unwrapping gifts from our Rogers Turner
past. How Exciting! Recently we Raller Twaddle
received some church histories from Ruth Vale
various sources. I'm sharing church Sanor / Zenner Vandall
records in this issue. We do collect Schmahl / Small Vaugh
information on Columbiana County Sell Vulcan
Churches. If you find in your Seeds Walker
collections histories of churches or Shaffer Walter
are able to borrow, we would love to Shaw Wampler
have or copy for our files! Sheckler Ware
Christmas is a great time to research Shisehian YWehb
o ; Sitler Weber / Weaver
your family history. At the family Small Wendell /Vandall
gatherings, ask questions and share Smith Whiteleather
your family photos and stories. It is a Srike | Snsok | Sriske Wikams
season for creating and Souders Williamson
remembering family memories and Speidel Willyard
traditions. Sprinkle Wilson
Take time to Love your family and Stanley Woolman
neighbors! Be a part of the true Stauffer / Stouffer ~ Wright
meaning of Christmas! g:evjfft \\/(Vo!f Vi
, ratton erian / Yarian
Love § Blossings! Sulouff / Suloff Young
Linda Sutherin Zerber
Switzer Zimmerman
Remember CCARC will be Teegarden Zulouf Suloff
closed Dec 23 to Jan 3 for Thompson

Christmas. If inclement
weather is forecasted the
CCARC may be closed.

We have many more family names in
our vertical files.
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Always remember to read the old newspapers. Newspapers.com
had two articles about Achor Baptist Church. | do not know of any records for
this church except for newspaper articles and our cemetery inscriptions book.
The church congregation celebrated their Centennial in 1904 and an article was
published in the Pittsburgh Weekly Gazette. CCARC has the REVEILLE ECHO
newspaper articles from 1904 about the Centennial. The article by Tom Jones
tells about George Brown, who died in 1828 and buried at Achor, and his
history. CCARC Church file has history of Valley of Achor Baptist Church: 1804-
1975 published by Daily Leader 14 Aug 1975. The church was destroyed by fire
Aug 2020.

The Evening Review
26 July 1935

Pittsburgh Weekly Gazette
26 Aug 1904
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Valley of Achor Baptist Church

Rev. Reese Davis Valley of Achor Baptist Church burnt in 1881
born 5 Oct 1790
died 2 Feb 1873

Pictures by
Albert Smith
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Before 1846 Columbiana County also consisted of the five lower townships of
Mahoning County, Ohio.. Zion Hill Church of the Brethren, New Buffalo Road,
Columbiana, Ohio is located just over the line in Beaver jTwp. We obtained a
copy of the History of the Zion Hill Church of the Brethren by Alice LaVern
Rupel Rohrer, 1979

In 1825, Henry Kurtz (1796-1874) a German born Lutheran minister, moved
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Columbiana County. Here he heard of the Brethren or
Dunkards as they were then micknamed because of their mode of baptism by trine
immersion, and attended their meetings. Having been satisfied with infant baptism, he
was baptized by Elder George Hoke of the Canton church on April 6, 1828. Two years
later he was elected to the ministry. In 1842 Henry Kurtz was appointed by Elder Hoke
to serve the Old Mill Creek Church. He faithfully served, making the trip of about forty
miles on horseback once a month until the spring of 1842. In 1842 he moved to Poland,
Ohio until in 1857 moving to Columbiana. His great knowledge of of both German and
English made it possible to serve the denomination in a remarkable way.

In the loft of the springhouse on his farm near Poland, OHio, Brother Kurtz
began to publish The Gospel Visitor in 1851, In June 1857, the office of The Gospel
Visitor was moved to Columbiana. It was located on the northwest corner of the
intersection of the railroad tracks and E. Park Avenue. He was a national leader for the
denomination, serving on the Standing Committee for twenty years. He also printed a
hymnal without notes. In 1867 he edited and printed “The Brethren Encyclopedia, a
handbook to be consulted on any point by a conscietious brother. When the editorial
duties would grow heavy he would play a few tunes on the little pipe organ he brought
from Germany. Bro. Kurtz preached his last sermon in the Zion Hill meeting house on
Jan 11, 1874 on Jeremiah 17:9. He passed away the next day while sitting in his rocker
at the age of seventy seven years.

Further history can be gained by quoting from the little book, Meet Henry Kurtz
Harry A Brandt, Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, lllinois, 1941, pp. 128-132

“In the Henry Kurtz home one granddaughter had the privilege of
spending some months. When well past eighty years of age, Eliza
A. Good, looking back across a lifetime, recalled scenes of her
grandfather's last years for the improvement of our story— "l re-
member very distinctly what he looked like. He was a small man
with a hump on his back, and he always used a cane when he walked.
He took short, quick steps. He had rather long white hair, but the
top of his head was. bald and in cold weather he always wore a little
silk cap to cover that bald spot. He had long white whiskers.'

" 'His home was in Columbiana, Ohio, when I was staying with my
grandparents. As there was no Church of the Brethren near, he
went with me to the Grace Reformed Church a time or two, or
until I got acquainted. It was quite a walk for him, but [ was much
pleased to walk by his side to Sunday School. '

' Well, we used to get books to read that were very interesting.

I remember the first one I brought home. After I was through
reading it he said he wanted to read it, too. He wanted me to

write what I had read about in my own words. Well, I did the best

I could for I loved him. 1 know now it was a good thing for me to
do. "' :

“ 'l am seven years older now than my grandfather was when he
died. [ was not living in their home when he passed away. But
grandmother found him asleep in his chair.’

“ [ remember very well how his room looked. We entered from
a hall in which were shelves of books., His room was about twenty
by twenty, I think, and there were an old-fashioned heating stove
and his rocker to the left of it. At his left was a stand with a lamp




